
A Significant Covid 19 Update from The Catholic Diocese of Owensboro  
For Mass and Public Gathering   
 

First, we are appreciative the many sacrifices that have been made throughout the Diocese of 
Owensboro over the past 15 months to prevent the transmission of the coronavirus. While many 
congregations and schools across the country were identified as super spreaders in the early stages 
of the pandemic, our Catholic parishes and schools went to extraordinary means to protect the 
vulnerable. It was an exemplary effort of faith, charity, and community. We were commended often 
by the health departments responsible for enforcing compliance. Again, thank you.    
  
Because of the CDC ruling on Thursday, May 13, 2021 parishes will be allowed to begin operating 
under mostly normal conditions. The CDC is recommending that fully vaccinated people can go 
unmasked and return to normal conditions indoors and outdoors. This will create confusion, because 
not everyone has been vaccinated. But it is not appropriate or necessary for parishes to verify 
vaccinations. These guidelines include all parish events, including building occupancy. 
  
The state still requires masking of all students and employees of schools, daycares, and 
preschools. 
 
Bishop Medley will be meeting with the other Kentucky Bishops in the coming week to 
discuss the Sunday Dispensation, Holy Communion on the tongue, distribution of the Chalice 
to the faithful, and holy water fonts. 
  
COMMUNICATON RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 Distancing of 3 feet per household. 
 Continue good hand washing and the use of hand sanitizer. 
 Choirs of vaccinated members can practice and assemble during the Liturgy. 
 The sign of peace between households and to others through a gesture of peace. 
 The dispensation of the Sunday and Holy Day obligation is still in effect until further notice. 
 Livestreaming of Masses will continue. 
 The state of KY has a 75% occupancy restriction on buildings until June 11th. 
 An encouragement for vaccination. 
 A full update of guidelines is posted on the Diocese of Owensboro 

website owensborodiocese.org/covid-2019. 
 
CDC Update as of May 13, 2021 

 Update that fully vaccinated people no longer need to wear a mask or physically distance in any 
setting, except where required by federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and 
regulations, including local business and workplace guidance. The exception is crowded indoor 
settings like buses, planes, hospitals, prisons, and homeless shelters, even if fully vaccinated. 

  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html 
  
An article on the studies behind the changes in the CDC and state policy: 
  
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/public-health/6-studies-behind-the-cdc-s-decision-to-ease-
indoor-mask-guidance.html?origin=CFOE&utm_source=CFOE&utm_medium=email&utm_ 
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