
 

March 18, 2020 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The Eucharist is a sacrament of Charity above all else. We are bound together in 
the love of God and our neighbor whenever we celebrate and receive the 
Eucharist as God’s People. The recent declaration that the transmission of COVID-
19 is now a pandemic can prompt fear and panic among us and tempt us to sin 
against charity. It is incumbent upon us as faithful members of the Church to act 
with the utmost of solidarity, justice, and prudence in rejecting selfish fear and 
embracing our responsibility to love our neighbor, especially the vulnerable, for 
the sake of peace and the common good of our society. Mass, at least at this 
moment, will continue to be offered on Sunday’s despite the cancellation of many 
public events in the area. We will also offer weekday Masses, if nothing else Mass 
will be offered by Facebook Live, at their regular scheduled times. Even if you 
cannot attend in person, you can make a Spiritual Communion and receive Jesus 
in your heart and soul. Please remember that prevention is key, washing hands 
frequently, cover your cough and sneezes, drinking plenty of water, and stay 
home when ill or prone to infection.  

In order to stay in contact, we have included with this letter the most current 
bulletin and the link to our new website https://www.ctkmadisonville.org/. 

The website combines the Church, school and daycare and will have up-to-date 
information, including a link to our bulletin, about the virus from the Diocese of 
Owensboro along with any other information that we need to share. There is also 
a tab on the website labeled GIVE which will allow you continue to tithe using 
electronic transfer of funds.  
 

Similarly, there is an app that you can download to your phone called OneParish. 
Once downloaded, you will enter your information and then select Christ the 



King, Madisonville KY. You will be able to access the bulletin, which is sent to you 
by email, along with daily prayers, readings and other information. 
 

Furthermore, we have our parish One Call System that we use for our Saturday 
Pastor’s Message, our school and day care information. This is yet, one more 
prudent way that we can stay connected and share important information. We 
want to take this opportunity to reach everyone in our community whom we can 
in order to keep you informed. To assist with this we have enclosed an 
Information Update Card for you to fill out and send back today to our parish 
office.  
    

We also need to pray for an end to this illness throughout the world, and for 
those who are affected by it. The following are petitions for you to include in your 
daily Prayer: 

X For those who are suffering in the current outbreak of infectious disease, 
that they might be healed, and for the happy repose of all who have died 
from this illness in recent weeks, let us pray to the Lord.  

X For scientist, health professional, public officials, and all who are serving the 
common good in this challenging and uncertain time, that they will be filled 
with insight, wisdom and success in their efforts, let us pray to the Lord. 

X That in times of illness our heavenly Father will strengthen our faith and 
trust in his goodness, mercy and providential love, let us pray to the Lord. 

X That our compassionate Father in heaven will grant healing and peace to all 
those affected by the current outbreak with infectious disease; let us pray to 
the Lord.  

 

Finally, I will be staying in contact with the sick and homebound, who are the 
most vulnerable in our parish, by phone. If you hear of anyone in our parish or 
throughout Hopkins County who is in need, please call me at 270-314-8548 and 
we will assist them in whatever way we can.  
 

I join you in working and praying for an end to this health threat. 
 

   Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

   Fr. Carl McCarthy, Pastor 



  Pope Francis invites us to unite ourselves to Christ and one another 
in the spiritual communion of the Eucharist, as more governments encourage 
citizens to stay at home to fight the spread of Covid-19. 
 “United to Christ we are never alone, but we form one single Body, of which He is 

the Head.” Pope Francis 

How Do I Make a Spiritual Communion? 

Below are recommendations for how to make a ‘spiritual communion’ when 
unable to participate in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The recommendations can 
be adapted based upon personal and family needs. 

• Gather with others in your household and begin a time of prayer with the 
sign of the cross. 

• Take time to read and reflect upon the readings from Sunday Mass. You can 
find the readings at usccb.org and a Sunday Gospel reflection on our 
YouTube channel. Additionally, a weekly televised Sunday Mass is available 
to watch at adw.org/tvmass. 

• Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud. 
• Pray the Lord’s Prayer. 
• Pray one of the following prayers of spiritual communion: Prayer to the 

Most Holy Redeemer (Anima Christi), Prayer to our Lord Jesus Christ 
Crucified, An Act of Spiritual Communion by St. Alphonsus Liguori 

• Close with the sign of the cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pope Francis’s Prayer to Mary during Coronavirus Pandemic 

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope. We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus’ 

pain, keeping your faith firm. 

You, Salvation of Your People, know what we need, and we are sure you will 
provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after 

this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as 
we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our 

sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the 
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin. Amen. 

 


