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Easter Vigil 

Before Starting: 

Create a sacred space that is joyful. The liturgical color is white or gold. Perhaps begin 

with dimmed light and increase the light throughout the service with the most lights ap-

pearing at Gospel. Light a candle in the center of your table to represent the Paschal 

Candle that is lit at the Mass tonight.  You may also place an arrangement of flowers in 

your prayer space. 

 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle: 

Exsultet: 

Invitation to listen to the Word of God and the story of our Salvation. 

 

Reading I: Genesis 1:1—2:2 

A reading from the Book of Genesis 

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a form-

less wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind swept over the 

waters.  Then God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.  God saw how good 

the light was.  God then separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light 

"day," and the darkness he called "night."  Thus evening came, and morning fol-

lowed—the first day. 

Then God said, "Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters, to separate one body 

of water from the other."  And so it happened: God made the dome, and it separated 

the water above the dome from the water below it.  God called the dome "the sky."  

Evening came, and morning followed—the second day. 

Then God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin, so that 

the dry land may appear."  And so it happened: the water under the sky was gathered 

into its basin, and the dry land appeared.  God called the dry land "the earth, " and the 

basin  
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of the water he called "the sea." God saw how good it was.  Then God said,  "Let the 

earth bring forth vegetation: every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit 

tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed in it."   And so it happened: the earth brought 

forth every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears 

fruit with its seed in it. God saw how good it was.  Evening came, and morning fol-

lowed—the third day. 

Then God said: "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, to separate day from night.  

Let them mark the fixed times, the days and the years, and serve as luminaries in the 

dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth."  And so it happened: God made the two 

great lights, the greater one to govern the day, and the lesser one to govern the night; 

and he made the stars.  God set them in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the 

earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness.  God 

saw how good it was.  Evening came, and morning followed—the fourth day. 

Then God said, "Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures, and on the 

earth let birds fly beneath the dome of the sky."  And so it happened: God created the 

great sea monsters and all kinds of swimming creatures with which the water teems, and 

all kinds of winged birds.  God saw how good it was, and God blessed them, saying, "Be 

fertile, multiply, and fill the water of the seas; and let the birds multiply on the earth."  

Evening came, and morning followed—the fifth day. 

Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: cattle, creeping 

things, and wild animals of all kinds."  And so it happened: God made all kinds of wild 

animals, all kinds of cattle, and all kinds of creeping things of the earth.  God saw how 

good it was.  Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.  Let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle,  and over 

all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on the ground." God created man in 

his image; in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. God 

blessed them, saying:  "Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it.  Have domin-

ion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on the 

earth."  God also said:  "See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth and 

every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food; and to all the animals of the  
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land, all the birds of the air, and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground, I give 

all the green plants for food."  And so it happened. God looked at everything he had 

made, and he found it very good.  Evening came, and morning followed—the sixth 

day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed.  Since on the sev-

enth day God was finished with the work he had been doing, he rested on the seventh 

day from all the work he had undertaken.     

The Word of the Lord.                        R: Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 104: Lord, Send Out Your Spirit (Canedo) 

 

Refrain:   Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

 

1. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, you are great indeed! 

How manifold are your works, O Lord! The earth is full of your creatures. 

 

2. If you take away their breath, they perish and return to their dust. 

When you send forth your spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of 
the earth. 

 

3. May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord be glad in his works! 

Pleasing to him be my theme; I will be glad in the Lord. 

 

Prayer after the Reading 

 

Reading III: Exodus 14:15—15:1 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 

The LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me?  Tell the Israelites to go  
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forward.  And you, lift up your staff and, with hand outstretched over the sea, split the 

sea in two, that the Israelites may pass through it on dry land.  But I will make the 

Egyptians so obstinate that they will go in after them.  Then I will receive glory through 

Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots and charioteers.    The Egyptians shall know 

that I am the LORD, when I receive glory through Pharaoh and his chariots and chari-

oteers." 

The angel of God, who had been leading Israel's camp, now moved and went around 

behind them.  The column of cloud also, leaving the front, took up its place behind 

them, so that it came between the camp of the Egyptians and that of Israel.  But the 

cloud now became dark, and thus the night passed without the rival camps coming 

any closer together all night long.  Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 

and the LORD swept the sea with a strong east wind throughout the night and so 

turned it into dry land.  When the water was thus divided, the Israelites marched into 

the midst of the sea on dry land, with the water like a wall to their right and to their left. 

The Egyptians followed in pursuit; all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and charioteers 

went after them right into the midst of the sea. In the night watch just before dawn the 

LORD cast through the column of the fiery cloud upon the Egyptian force a glance 

that threw it into a panic; and he so clogged their chariot wheels that they could hardly 

drive.  With that the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel, because the LORD 

was fighting for them against the Egyptians. 

Then the LORD told Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may 

flow back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and their charioteers."  So Moses 

stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea flowed back to its normal 

depth.  The Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea, when the LORD hurled 

them into its midst.  As the water flowed back, it covered the chariots and the chariot-

eers of Pharaoh's whole army which had followed the Israelites into the sea.  Not a 

single one of them escaped.  But the Israelites had marched on dry land through the 

midst of the sea, with the water like a wall to their right and to their left.  Thus the 

LORD saved Israel on that day from the power of the Egyptians. When Israel saw the 

Egyptians lying dead on the seashore and beheld the great power that the LORD had  
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shown against the Egyptians, they feared the LORD and believed in him and in his 

servant Moses.    Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD:  I will 

sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant;  horse and chariot he has cast into 

the sea.    The Word of the Lord.       R: Thanks be to God 

 

 

Exodus 15:  Song of Moses 

Refrain:  I will sing.  I will sing to the God who sets me free!  I will sing, I will sing to  

the God who sets me free!  Pharaoh’s army and his chariots God cast into the sea!  

Pharaoh’s army and his chariots God cast into the sea! 

 

1.  The Lord is my strength, my protection and my shield:   

 Pharaoh's army and his chariots God cast into the sea.   

 Our God is a warrior whose name is “the Lord.”   

 God of might, God of victory! 

 

2.  The brave and the mighty, the pride of Pharaoh's army,   

 God plunged them to the bottom of the sea like a stone.   

 The hand o the Lord is magnificent in power;  

 the Lord has crushed our foes!   

 

3.  O God who redeems, who delivers us from slaver, 

 You set us on the mountain of your holy place. 

 Your throne and your temple shall endure for all time: 

 Your reign shall never end! 

 

Prayer after the Reading 

 

Reading V: Isaiah 55:1-11  
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Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

 

Thus says the LORD:  All you who are thirsty, come to the water! You who have no 

money, come, receive grain and eat; come, without paying and without cost, drink 

wine and milk!  Why spend your money for what is not bread, your wages for what fails 

to satisfy?  Heed me, and you shall eat well, you shall delight in rich fare.  Come to me 

heedfully, listen, that you may have life. I will renew with you the everlasting covenant, 

the benefits assured to David.  As I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 

commander of nations, so shall you summon a nation you knew not, and nations that 

knew you not shall run to you, because of the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

who has glorified you. 

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near.  Let the scoundrel 

forsake his way, and the wicked man his thoughts; let him turn to the LORD for mercy; 

to our God, who is generous in forgiving.  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor 

are your ways my ways, says the LORD.  As high as the heavens are above the earth, 

so high are my ways above your ways and my thoughts above your thoughts. 

For just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return there till 

they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the one who 

sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be that goes forth from my 

mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for 

which I sent it. 

 

The Word of the Lord.                             R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm: You Will Draw Water (Crandal) 

 

Refrain:  You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation. 

 

1. God indeed is my savior; 

I am confident and unafraid. 

My strength and my courage is the LORD, 

and he has been my savior. 

With joy you will draw water 

at the fountain of salvation. 
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2. Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name; 

among the nations make known his deeds, 

proclaim how exalted is his name. 

 

3. Sing praise to the LORD for his glorious achievement; 

let this be known throughout all the earth. 

Shout with exultation, O city of Zion, 

for great in your midst 

 is the Holy One of Israel! 
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Opening Prayer 

 

Epistle: Romans 6:3-11 

A Reading from the letters of St. Paul to the Romans 

 

Brothers and sisters:  Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death?  We were indeed buried with him through baptism into 

death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 

too might live in newness of life. 

For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall also be 

united with him in the resurrection.  We know that our old self was crucified with him, 

so that our sinful body might be done away with, that we might no longer be in slav-

ery to sin.  For a dead person has been absolved from sin.  If, then, we have died 

with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.  We know that Christ, raised 

from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over him.  As to his death, 

he died to sin once and for all; as to his life, he lives for God. Consequently, you too 

must think of yourselves as being dead to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus.   

The Word of the Lord.                   R:  Thanks be to God 
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Easter Psalm: Psalm 118: This Is The Day (Joncas) 

 

Refrain:  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

   1. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his mercy endures forever. 

 Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” 

 

 2. The Lord’s right hand has struck with pow’r; 

 The Lord’s right hand is exalted. I shall not die, but live 

 And declare the works of the Lord. 

 

 3. The stone which the builders rejected 

 Has become the cornerstone. By the Lord has this been done; 

 It is wonderful in our eyes. 
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Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10  

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary came to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an 

angel of the Lord descended from heaven, approached, rolled back the stone, and sat 

upon it.  His appearance was like lightning and his clothing was white as snow.  The 

guards were shaken with fear of him and became like dead men.  Then the angel said 

to the women in reply,  “Do not be afraid!  I know that you are seeking Jesus the cruci-

fied.  He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said.  Come and see the place 

where he lay.  Then go quickly and tell his disciples,  ‘He has been raised from the 

dead, and he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him.’  Behold, I have told 

you.”  Then they went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran to an-

nounce this to his disciples.  And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted 

them.  They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage.  Then Jesus said to 

them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see 

me.”  The Gospel of the Lord.              R:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises: 

Priest: Do you renounce Satan?   All:  I do. 

Priest: And all his works?    All:  I do. 

Priest: And all his empty show?   All: I do.  

Priest: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth?   

All:  I do. 

Priest: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Vir-

gin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead  and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father? All:  I do. 

Priest: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy Catholic Church, The communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, The resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?  

All:  I do. 

Priest:  And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us 

new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and bestowed on us forgiveness of sins, keep us 

by his grace in Christ Jesus our Lord for eternal life.   R:  Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 
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Communion Song: In The Breaking Of The Bread (Smith) 

 

Refrain:   In the breaking of the bread, we knew him, Lord Jesus. 

  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

  1. Were not our hearts burning as he spoke? 

  Were not our hearts yearning for the word of God? 

 

 2. Put your hand here, see the place of nails. 

  Blessed are those who have not seen, but believe. 

 

 3 Risen is Christ, he who died for us. 

  Risen is Christ, shepherd who died for his flock. 

 

 4. Sing to the Lord, all you nations, praise. 

  Great is our God, worthy to be praised. 

 

  5 Taste and see, see and behold God. 

  Taste and see, see your God and believe. 

 

  6. I am the vine, you, the branches. 

   Live in me, I in you, and bear much fruit. 

 

  7. Is not the cup, Christ outpoured, our God? 

   One bread, one cup, show our oneness in God. 
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Final Song: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (Easter Hymn) 

 

 1 Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 

 Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

 Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

 Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

 2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

 Unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia! 

 Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

 Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

 3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

 Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

 Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 

 Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

 4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

 Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 

 One true God by all confessed, Alleluia! 

 Father, Son, and Spirit blest. Alleluia! 
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Join us on Easter Sunday morning as we celebrate the  

Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Live Stream 

 Easter Sunday 10:30 AM 

 Easter Sunday Evening - 

Stations of the Cross Depicting the Resurrection  6:00PM 

A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament.  I 

love you above all things, and I long for you in my soul.  Since I 

cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart… I adore You in the Sacrament of Your love, the 

inexpressible Eucharist. 

On behalf of the Christ the King Parish Team, the School Team, 

the Learning & Growth Team & Faith Formation Team, we want 

to extend to each of you a Blessed & Glorious Easter.   

Alleluia! 


