
November 20, 2020

Dear Parish Family,

“Comfort, give comfort to my people, says the Lord.” – Isaiah 40:1

As I was looking at the readings from the upcoming season of 
Advent the words above from the Prophet Isaiah spoke to me. With cases of 
Covid-19 spiking in our community and across our country these words bring 
comfort. They remind us that no matter the challenges and the hardships that we 
face or the uncertainties that lie ahead, our faith in Jesus remains a constant. 
Christ is always here to offer us hope and bring us comfort. 

With that in mind, the celebration of Advent begins this coming Sunday, 
November 29. Advent is a time of waiting for the coming of Christ in the mystery 
of the Divine Birth. It is a time to reflect on the presence of Christ in our every day 
lives.  

The word “Advent” comes from the Latin adventus which means “coming.” The 
season of Advent helps us to prepare not only for Christmas, but also, for the 
second coming of Christ. Our entire life is “advent”; thus, we are an advent 
people. 

One of the wonderful traditions of Advent is 
the Advent wreath. We see them displayed in 
our churches and this year I encourage all of 
us to display one in our homes. They symbolize 
the four thousand years that our world waited for 
the coming of the Savior. The four Advent 
candles remind us that this season is four weeks long. The green of the wreath is 
a symbol of life and the constant presence of God among us. The three purple 
candles call us to watch and prepare for the coming of the Lord, while the solitary 
pink candle signifies a joy resulting from the nearness of Christ’s coming. Then, 
these candles will be replaced with white ones during the Christmas season, 
reminding us that Christ is the Light of the World. 

We are enclosing our Little Blue Book to assist in your Advent prayers. (If your 
book is not enclosed, we had to make a second order and it will be included next 
week.) So, may this Advent season be for us a time of reflection and prayer as 
we find comfort in Christ and His coming again. 

In Peace, 



Fr. Carl McCarthy, Pastor 
 


